
 

 

Artist in Residence 

2022 Guidelines 

 

Program Vision 

Creative placemaking is about forging an identity connection to a particular space. The meaning that our 

community members inscribe to these parks - bringing their narratives, showcasing their craft, 

highlighting perspectives, building traditions, making memories - is the power that turns these spaces 

into more than mere backdrop.  

We are committed to providing space not only for artists to showcase their work, but to also lead the 

community in connecting with its stories, assets, challenges, and possibilities. This Artist in Residence 

program offers an opportunity for local artists to dedicate up to a year of creative practice to site-

specific exploration and community engagement in urban park settings in the heart of downtown 

Greensboro. With 200,000+ annual visitors, LeBauer and Center City Parks offer artists the opportunity 

to work directly within the source of a community-building environment. By bringing artists out of their 

studios, theaters, and workshops and into the light, this residency experience also works to demystify 

artistic processes for the public and engage them directly in meaningful creative collaboration with 

professional artists.  

Eligibility  

We are seeking: 

 Artists across disciplines: visual arts, theater/performing arts, dance, music, film, writing/poetry, 

multidisciplinary, and/or new media. 

 Emerging and/or mid-career artists who have demonstrated a commitment to meaningful 

artistic pursuits with storytelling and/or community engagement as a core tenet of their work.  

 Guilford County-based artists 

This is a part-time residency ideal for artists with “day jobs”, families, and other commitments who are 

looking to enrich their creative work in a deeply supportive way.  

We will be selecting ONE lead artist or company/collective for our 2022 residency.  

Project Guidelines 

To create an original work or series utilizing Greensboro’s downtown parks as studio, medium, 

performance venue, and ultimate collaborator. Original works must connect with conceptual themes 

relevant to the parks and/or its community members where the creative process is informed by the 



relationship the artist forms with these spaces and the people they bring together. Such conceptual 

themes may include but are not limited to: local history, cultural identity, space/place, community 

storytelling, the environment, etc. It is important that artists understand that this residency requires the 

development of a project in conversation, community, and partnership with the park spaces. The 

residency is not designed for artists to utilize this space as a mere venue for pre-existing work or work 

that could be developed elsewhere. Projects must be developed within and through collaboration with 

LeBauer and Center City Parks directly, creating a uniquely site-specific artwork or series. 

An arts-based research approach to the creation process of the original work is strongly encouraged, in 

which the artist seeks to explore a central question or idea and utilizes such practices as academic 

research, observational data, community input or feedback, cross-disciplinary collaboration, process-

based work and repetition, etc. to enrich the insights of the artwork.  

Projects must not permanently alter the park environment in any way. Permanent installations cannot 

be considered for this residency, as that would require additional approvals from City Council and other 

stakeholders which does not align with the process nor timeline for this residency. Temporary 

installations are defined as anything that could be reasonably removed as necessary and without need 

of major investment of time or funds for the removal process.  

In addition to the process of the artistic creation, artists will develop direct community engagement 

opportunities in which the public may explore more deeply in connection with the themes of the work. 

This may include a series of community workshops, roundtable discussions, hands-on art making, 

participatory performances, and more.  

Artists will also be expected to document their processes via a regular posting schedule to the 

Greensboro Downtown Parks blog. This will serve as a digital “home” for updates, research, insights, and 

journal entries documenting the artist’s time working in the downtown parks.  

In summary, the four parts of this residency that the artist will be responsible for include the in-park 

exploration and creation process of the original work, direct community engagement activations, 

documentation via blog posts, and the presentation of the final work.  

Project Duration 

Residencies are up to a one-year commitment, following the calendar year. Projects must be developed, 

processed, and presented within that time period, and the minimum project duration for this residency 

is fourth months.  

During the residency, artists are expected to stick to a regular schedule of in-park activation which will 

be published publicly for the community. Artists are expected to commit a minimum of 100 total hours 

to the residency experience, the schedule for which will be determined by the artist and residency 

coordinator to best suit the needs of the project.  

Project Location 

This residency takes place within LeBauer and Center City Parks, located at 208 N. Davie St. and 200 N. 

Elm St. in downtown Greensboro, NC. The two parks are located directly across the street from one 

another and collectively offer 5+ acres of urban greenspace. Each park space offers unique 

environmental and architectural features, including greenery and flower gardens, open lawns, 



performance pavilions, interactive water features, public art, children’s play structures, and a dog park. 

Artists will be expected to explore these spaces to the fullest in the process of developing their original 

work.  

Park spaces may be reserved for artists during critical moments of project development where privacy 

and focus are required; however, it is important that artists understand that these parks are spaces full 

of life, people of all kinds, and a lot of activity. Artists will be expected to lean into the ebb and flow of 

how the community utilizes these spaces, which may mean interruptions to their work plan for a given 

day: a spur of the moment conversation with a curious onlooker, a musician who begins practicing 

nearby, children playing soccer in the space you expected to be, a sudden rainstorm, and more. These 

experiences must be seen as a part of the artistic process of working within these urban parks. Artists 

who embrace adaptability to these experiences, incorporating them into the process rather than trying 

to fight against or control these uncontrollable environments will be far more successful in their 

residency.  

No room or board is provided in the structure of this residency. Artists are expected to reside locally in 

Guilford County. Considerations for transportation may be made for artists who are disabled and/or 

unable to provide their own reliable transport to and from the parks.  

Application Process 

Interested artists must submit a proposal via the application on the Greensboro Downtown Parks 

website no later than January 16, 2022 to be considered. There is no application fee. Applicants should 

be prepared to answer questions regarding their past artistic experiences, a project narrative and 

timeline, a plan for community engagement activations, and a budget outline. Three work samples 

completed within the last five years are required. Each sample must be an original artwork and may be 

submitted as video, photos, written works, recorded sound, or graphic illustration/design. Samples 

should directly reflect the type of artistic work the applicant plans to pursue in the creation of their 

original artwork through this residency.  

An info session will be held on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 to answer questions regarding the residency 

and proposal process.  

Following review of the submitted proposals, select finalists will be invited to participate in 

informational interviews with the selecting committee. This will provide artists the opportunity to 

contextualize, clarify, amplify and discuss further the proposed project. Finalists will be notified to 

schedule interviews by Monday, January 31, 2022.  

The Greensboro Downtown Parks 2022 Artist in Residence will be selected by a diverse committee of 

local arts professionals and advocates. The selected Artist in Residence will be notified by Friday, 

February 18, 2022.  

Budget 

$15,000 Cash Value* 

*This is not a grant for which artists are applying. The budget for this cash investment by Greensboro 

Downtown Parks is managed by the Residency Coordinator with input from the Artist in Residence.  



 includes allocated funds for video and photo documentation, marketing, and production 

support for the process and presentation of the original artwork 

 includes allocated funds for artist and collaborator stipends, of which no more than $3000 will 

be allotted to an individual artist 

$35,000+ In-Kind Value 

 Includes reserved use of park space and equipment, staffing and additional supports as required 

for the process and presentation of the original artwork 


